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DANGEROUS MINDS

FOR THE 32 MENTALLY 101, SERIOUSLY DELL ADOLESCENTS WHO LIVE THERE, THE
August Afchhorn Center on West 106t Street s the end of the line, “We gut the
voungsters nobody else can handle,” zm center's divector, Dr. f\‘i%d el ?aw

53, M;{v also des z(zmd and built the i&uim They've exhibited every kind of bad bﬁ

E}m;@; (armed robbery, arson, sexual assault, animal torture), and most %mv«: already
een bounced from foster homes, group homes, state hospitals, or juvenile-deten-
%%Gn centers. Here, though, acting out won't get you thrown out. “Pawel's commit-
ment to young people ts outstanding.” says Susan Thaler, the local field coor si*m tor
for the State O of Mental Health, ally giving them a second chance.”
Pawel, a psychiatrist whose patients think he's crazy for ;mmé “}g §m mountain bike
between the center and his private practice on West 72nd Street every day, first
thought of Aichhorn more than twenty years ago, when hard-to-handle adoiwu*m
would get passed back and for Lh between the juvenile- justice and mental-h ealth s

tems. \a;) agency wanted them,” he says, but he was convinced that the %mk of sta-
bility increased the likelihood Qﬁ" a troubled teen’s becoming a lifelong sociopath.

One day, he was kvetehing to the stalf at Spolford Juvenile Center about the system's
inadequacy when somcone said to him, “Well, why don'’t you start something?
‘%*ui;”r@ a doctor” o The first of its kind, the Aichhorn Center s part hospital, part
fail. Yet ity cheaper than mh{: the program costs roughly 57“)(} per day, vs. %7%
& day at a state psychiatric hospital) and feels more like a col lege dorm than like 2
locked-down psych wnﬁ Pawel's success is apparent in the utter normaley of the
kids' rooms, decorated with the covers of hip-hop magazines and movie posters, and
the relaxed posture of the erstwhile menaces as ‘?‘h‘y do their homework together in
the hallways. “The basic message,” says Pawel, “is that they can stay here until the

is a better place for them o go. MicHarn SteiLe
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